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This study performs case interview and questionnaire



survey among 20-40 years old office workers of
different genders in Taiwan and investigates their
car purchase, use modes and lifestyles, so as to know
relevance between '~ gender difference’

and ° potential usage demands and product design’
Firstly, individual interviews are conducted with 12
users and some car salesmen. Then, 309 questionnaires
are sent out.

As per results of individual interview and
questionnaire survey, young groups mainly consider
appearance, followed by low fuel consumption,
cheapness, etc. Males value appearance and
performance of car but females focus on comfort.
Primary applications of car include leisure, travel,
work, and picking up relatives or children. Males
like outdoor activities and are responsible for the
car driving of family’ s trip most of the time.
Females like to drive to go shopping. In terms of car
brand, Toyota Corolla Altis comes first, and the next
two are Mitsbishi Lancer and Ford Focus. Toyota Wish
accounts for the highest proportion of recreational
vehicle.

Cluster analysis shows car use modes of young groups
are divided into five types: well-equipped, carless,
poor-maintenance, prudential-plan and safe-driving.
Different marital status and gender also cause
differences in car use. The unmarried mostly choose
small vehicle.

Analyses of lifestyle groups, car use modes and
gender differences demonstrate: males who are busy
with work often spend time in learning and
entertainment to keep optimal status at all times
therefore, most males belong to personal-fulfillment
group, quite value car maintenance, and drive safely.
Females, who need to work during the day and take
care of family members when at home, are mostly
classified as busy-working group. With regard to car
use, safe driving constitutes the largest proportion,
followed by careless driving. Compared with males,
females more frequently encounter small accident
during driving.



®~ M4 young group, gender difference, automobile design,
lifestyle, use mode
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Abstract (keyword: young group, gender
difference, automobile design, lifestyle,
use mode )

This study performs case interview and
questionnaire survey among 20-40 years old office
workers of different genders in Taiwan and
investigates their car purchase, use modes and
lifestyles, so as to know relevance between “gender
difference” and “potential usage demands and
product design”. Firstly, individual interviews are
conducted with 12 users and some car salesmen.
Then, 309 questionnaires are sent out, and SPSS is
used to generalize and analyze similarities and
differences between different-gender young groups in
current  characteristics such as car purchase
motivation, brand preference, operating mode and
lifestyle.

As per results of individual interview and
questionnaire survey, young groups mainly consider
appearance, followed by low fuel consumption,
cheapness, etc. Males value appearance and
performance of car but females focus on comfort.
Primary applications of car include leisure, travel,
work, and picking up relatives or children. Males like
outdoor activities and are responsible for the car
driving of family’s trip most of the time. Females like
to drive to go shopping. In terms of car brand, Toyota
Corolla Altis comes first, and the next two are
Mitsbishi Lancer and Ford Focus. Toyota Wish
accounts for the highest proportion of recreational
vehicle.

Results of lifestyle scale survey show young
people can be divided into five groups: busy-working



group, material-comfort group, talented group,
aggressive group and personal-fulfillment group.

Cluster analysis shows car use modes of young
groups are divided into five types: well-equipped,
carless, poor-maintenance, prudential-plan and
safe-driving. Different marital status and gender also
cause differences in car use. The unmarried mostly
choose small vehicle. The married mainly buy
recreational vehicle for carrying family members.
Males put more focus on performance and
horsepower of car than females. Males, whose car
use modes mostly belong to well-equipped and
careless types, relatively value additional equipment
and are random in driving. Females, whose car use
modes mostly belong to careless and prudential-plan
types, are careful when driving but insufficient in
accident response, maintenance information, etc.

Analyses of lifestyle groups, car use modes and
gender differences demonstrate: males who are busy
with work often spend time in learning and
entertainment to keep optimal status at all times;
therefore, most males belong to personal-fulfillment
group, quite value car maintenance, and drive safely.
Females, who need to work during the day and take
care of family members when at home, are mostly
classified as busy-working group. With regard to car
use, safe driving constitutes the largest proportion,
followed by careless driving. Compared with males,
females more frequently encounter small accident
during driving.

Results of this study can provide a
development direction for related researches, as
well as a reference for designers and car
manufacturers’ developing new product design in
the future.
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