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: The main purpose of this study investigation is to explore

the pregnancy and parturition experiences of female drug
abusers. All the female inmates in the Taoyuan prison were
surveyed by using a self-administered anonymous
questionnaire in group settings directed by our
interviewers. A total of 861 female inmates were recruited
in this study with the response rate of 70.28%. The
prevalence of tobacco use, alcohol use, betel-nut use,
absence of exercise habits, and illicit drug use were
84.3% ~40.1% ~ 15. 7% ~ 71. 6% ~ 68. 7%, respectively.
Furthermore, 33.3% of the inmates had ever used illicit
drugs during pregnancy, and the major reason was not aware
of their pregnancy status (49.7%). As regard, results of
the multiple logistic regression analyses revealed that
correlates of female i1nmates using illegal drug are age,
level of education, using tobacco, having exercise habits
and not having HIV testing.

The results of this study will be beneficial to the
development of gender sensitive education and intervention
strategies for illicit drug use.

1llicit drug use, female inmates, prenatal drug exposure,
gender sensitive
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PEECRE

The main purpose of this study investigation is to explore the pregnancy and parturition experiences of
female drug abusers. All the female inmates in the Taoyuan prison were surveyed by using a self-administered
anonymous questionnaire in group settings directed by our interviewers. A total of 861 female inmates were
recruited in this study with the response rate of 70.28%. The prevalence of tobacco use, alcohol use, betel-nut
use, absence of exercise habits, and illicit drug use were 84.3% ~ 40.1% ~ 15.7% ~ 71.6% -~ 68.7%, respectively.
Furthermore, 33.3% of the inmates had ever used illicit drugs during pregnancy, and the major reason was not
aware of their pregnancy status (49.7%). As regard, results of the multiple logistic regression analyses
revealed that correlates of female inmates using illegal drug are age, level of education, using tobacco, having
exercise habits and not having HIV testing.

The results of this study will be beneficial to the development of gender sensitive education and
intervention strategies for illicit drug use.

Key words: illicit drug use, female inmates, gender sensitive
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