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: Purposes: The purpose of this study is to investigate the

difference in sexual needs and responses during pregnancy
between husbands and wives of couples with assisted
reproductive technology (ART) and normal conception.
Methods: This is a longitudinal study to investigate the
sexual needs and responses at first trimester (10-11
gestational weeks), second trimester (20-21 weeks) and
third trimester (30-31 weeks) during pregnancy. The study
group 1s composed of 28 previously infertile couples
receiving ART, while 21 couples of normal conception belong
to the control groups.

Results: The frequency of sexual activities of pregnant
women with ART at first trimester were holding (93%),
kissing (57%), caressing (39%), intercourse (21%), and
masturbation (7%) in order. The couples were more likely to
search for sexual information during pregnancy themselves
than got information from doctors or nurses. The leading



worries about intercourse during pregnancy for previously
infertile couples were “possibly hurts fetus” (86% of
husbands vs. 54% of wives). There were no difference in
erectile time & during, ejaculation, satisfaction and
global quality in male erectile function (IIEF) between
husbands of previously infertile and normal conception
group. However, pregnant women with ART had a lower sexual
desire and exciting, and lower level of vaginal secretion
in female sexual function questionnaire (FSFI) when
compared to those of normal conception women (p<.05). Women
with ART had a higher pain sensation during intercourse,
either.

Conclusion and Recommendation: The most common way to get
sexual health information for previously infertile couples
in first trimester is to search by themselves other than
provided by doctors or nurses. Pregnant women with ART had
a lower sexual satisfaction compare to pregnant women of
normal conception which is one of tasks of health
professionals to provide appropriate and timely health
education on sexual health during pregnancy.

# 2 B 43 ¢ assisted reproductive technology, pregnancy, gender
difference, sexuality, health needs
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