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: This project examines three bodily narratives, which

include disabled women’ s personal experiences of disability
and womanhood in Taiwan. Both the texts and the bodily
experiences are treated as social products which can,
through their discourses, offer insight into the socio-
cultural practices and norms of disability and female body
in Taiwan. I argue that more than the impairment in itself,
the bodily experiences of disabled women are shaped by the
social and cultural discourses and practices that define
disability and female body as well as the normative roles,
places, and contexts associated with them. Simultaneous
analysis of disability and female body exemplifies the way
in which disability operates in a complex interaction with
the socio-cultural discourses and practices of womanhood,
thus producing gender-differentiated disabling obstacles
for disabled women. By analyzing these bodily narratives,
the project raises three main questions: how are their
bodies socially constructed? What are the characteristics
of their bodily narratives? How do they practice their
agency by writing their life narratives? Their bodily
narratives not only reveal the problematic of dominant
gender 1deology and ableist system but also the importance
of community building and organizing to enable local women
with disabilities to live fulfilling lives.
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Writing the Disabled Body: Gender, Representation and Agency (V07)

In this two-year project | shall examine five bodily narratives, which include
disabled women's personal experiences of disability and womanhood in Taiwan. Both
the texts and the bodily experiences are treated as social products which can, through
their discourses, offer insight into the socio-cultural practices and norms of disability
and female body in Taiwan. | argue that more than the impairment in itself, the bodily
experiences of disabled women are shaped by the social and cultural discourses and
practices that define disability and female body as well as the normative roles, places,
and contexts associated with them. Simultaneous analysis of disability and female
body exemplifies the way in which disability operates in a complex interaction with
the socio-cultural discourses and practices of womanhood, thus producing
gender-differentiated disabling obstacles for disabled women. By analyzing these
bodily narratives, the project raises three main questions: how are their bodies socially



constructed? What are the characteristics of their bodily narratives? How do they
practice their agency by writing their life narratives? Their bodily narratives not only
reveal the problematic of dominant gender ideology and ableist system but also the
importance of community building and organizing to enable local women with
disabilities to live fulfilling lives.
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Reconstructing an Identity: Life Narrative of A Taiwanese Disabled Woman
There has been a growing recognition over recent years of the situation and

experiences of people with disabilities in Taiwanese society. Yet, not until recently,
little attention has been paid to the specific experiences and needs of women with
disabilities in Taiwan. For instance, there is an unspoken assumption that policies and
practices towards people with disabilities are gender neutral and a lack of
understanding of the ways in which gender and disability issues interact. In practice,
gender inequalities that permeate the structures of our society combine with
disadvantages experienced by disabled women to create particular forms of exclusion
and discrimination.



In this paper, I shall examine Jiang Wei-Jun's The Princess on the Wheelchair
which shows a disabled woman's personal experiences of disability and womanhood in
Taiwan. Jiang Wei-Jun uses life narrative to challenge cultural stereotypes about
disability, gender, embodiment, and identity. In her life narratives, she reveals what it
means to be a ‘gendered’ and ‘disabled’ subject. She not only challenges cultural
norms associated with her bodies but also provides an important corrective to ableist
narratives that see disability only in terms of lack, limitation, and tragic suffering.
Even though her body is disabled, her disabled body becomes a trope to communicate
the message of her subjectivity, selfhood, and identity. Although her body is different
from the privileged norm, writing gives her a privileged position. Her writing
constructs her identity in such a way that displaces the negative cultural images.
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