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: Language reflects human thoughts. The focus of this study

1s on the gender stereotypes embedded in the linguistic
environment at the sociocultural level. We adopt the
technique of latent semantic analysis (LSA) to examine
gender stereotypes in Taiwan. Prior research focused on
gender role and gender trait regarding gender stereotypes.
We submit masculine, neutral, and feminine role-words and
trait-words to conduct pair-wise semantic similarity
comparisons with either masculine (man, he) or feminine
(woman, she) referents separately. In the first study, we
collected stimuli from literature and asked human
participants to conduct rating tasks. In the second study,
we selected and assigned target words into masculine,
neutral, and feminine categories according to the rating
results. Then, we performed a latent semantic analysis and
investigated the gender stereotypes. The results revealed
that gender stereotypes were elicited by roles and traits
in human ratings. However, the results found in LSA that
only roles reflect gender stereotypes while traits do not.
The pattern of gender role stereotypes found in Chinese LSA
1s different from that found in American LSA suggesting the
cultural difference. The significance of the current study
lays not only adopt the new technique (i.e. LSA) in the
gender stereotype issues but also provides evidence at a
sociocultural level in Taiwan.

: gender stereotype, latent semantic analysis, semantic
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Abstract

Language reflects human thoughts. The focus of this study is on the gender stereotypes
embedded in the linguistic environment at the sociocultural level. We adopt the technique of latent
semantic analysis (LSA) to examine gender stereotypes in Taiwan. Prior research focused on gender
role and gender trait regarding gender stereotypes. We submit masculine, neutral, and feminine
role-words and trait-words to conduct pair-wise semantic similarity comparisons with either
masculine (man, he) or feminine (woman, she) referents separately. In the first study, we collected
stimuli from literature and asked human participants to conduct rating tasks. In the second study, we
selected and assigned target words into masculine, neutral, and feminine categories according to the
rating results. Then, we performed a latent semantic analysis and investigated the gender
stereotypes. The results revealed that gender stereotypes were elicited by roles and traits in human
ratings. However, the results found in LSA that only roles reflect gender stereotypes while traits do
not. The pattern of gender role stereotypes found in Chinese LSA is different from that found in
American LSA suggesting the cultural difference. The significance of the current study lays not
only adopt the new technique (i.e. LSA) in the gender stereotype issues but also provides evidence
at a sociocultural level in Taiwan.

Keywords: gender stereotype, latent semantic analysis, semantic similarity, gender role,

gender trait
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