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Extremely low birth rate and rapid ageing are serious
problems for Taiwan. The low birth rate is result from
young generations’ attitude toward late marriage, non-
marriage, late childbirth, or even no child. However, this
phenomenon is also associated with the fact that more dual-
income couples and higher employment rate of women in
Taiwan. Employment does not only affect women s attitude
toward child birth, but also affects their after birth
health and their utilization of preventive care services.
Taiwan’ s National Health Insurance program covers certain
preventive care services, including prenatal care, child
preventive care, Pap smear, adult preventive services.
Previous studies found that the utilization of preventive
services is associated with women’ s employment status. For
example, unemployed women has a higher rate of receiving
Pap smear than their employed counterparts. Nonetheless,
very few studies explored whether employment status is
associated with preventive care use in women after birth.
Therefore this study explored the difference in the use of
preventive care services and health care between employed
and non-employed women. Besides, there were few studies
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focus on the use of preventive care services of minority
populations in Taiwan, especially the foreign spouses.
Thus, this study will also explore the difference in the
use of preventive care services of these minority groups.

This study shows that after controlling for age,
income, and geographical regions, native women had higher
odds than foreign women in receiving flu shot, Pap smear,
and prenatal care. Our study reveals the importance to
advocate these preventive services especially for non-
employed or non-native women, and to remove the obstacles
in receiving these preventive services for those specific
groups.

Women’ s health, employment, work, afterbirth, preventive
care
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Abstract

Extremely low birth rate and rapid ageing are serious problems for Taiwan. The low birth rate is
result from young generations’ attitude toward late marriage, non-marriage, late childbirth, or even
no child. However, this phenomenon is also associated with the fact that more dual-income couples
and higher employment rate of women in Taiwan. Employment does not only affect women’s attitude
toward child birth, but also affects their after birth health and their utilization of preventive care
services. Taiwan’s National Health Insurance program covers certain preventive care services,
including prenatal care, child preventive care, Pap smear, adult preventive services. Previous studies
found that the utilization of preventive services is associated with women’s employment status. For
example, unemployed women has a higher rate of receiving Pap smear than their employed
counterparts. Nonetheless, very few studies explored whether employment status is associated with
preventive care use in women after birth. Therefore this study explored the difference in the use of
preventive care services and health care between employed and non-employed women. Besides, there
were few studies focus on the use of preventive care services of minority populations in Taiwan,
especially the foreign spouses. Thus, this study will also explore the difference in the use of preventive
care services of these minority groups.

This study shows that after controlling for age, income, and geographical regions, native women
had higher odds than foreign women in receiving flu shot, Pap smear, and prenatal care. Our study
reveals the importance to advocate these preventive services especially for non-employed or non-
native women, and to remove the obstacles in receiving these preventive services for those specific

groups.
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