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: Taiwan’ s legal system and its penal provisions are

structured similarly to that of Germany’ s. The legal
framework behind sexual offenses was frequently modified in
the West German and German Criminal Codes after the 1960s.
However, most of the penalized acts in the German Code that
were modified or removed due to their bias against sexual
minorities are still existing in the Taiwanese Criminal
Code and likewise considered immoral. In this respect, the
experience in Germany may serve as an important lesson for
criminal legislation in Taiwan, where Article 235 of the
Criminal Code remains under the title “Offenses against
Sexual Morality.” This research seeks not only to build on
existing work in this field but also to shift emphasis to
sexual autonomy and i1ts relation to the legal framework.
Therefore, the shifting boundaries of the principle of
legal goods in Germany will be a significant point for this
research.

Juridical Explanation No. 617 in Taiwan regards the images
or pictures involving violence, sexual abuse, or bestiality
as hardcore pornography and punishes on the basis of
obstructing public morals. This reflects the distinguishing
standard set by the Fourth Criminal Law Amendment of
Germany in 1973. The protection of sexual autonomy is the
main reason for decriminalizing pornography in Germany, but
not in Taiwan. Understanding the German experience can help
in predicting whether the changes in the German code will
inspire legal change in Taiwan.



# < M4t ¢ Legal goods(Rechtsgut), Pornography control, Sexual
autonomy, child protection, contra bonos mores (sex
offenses)
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Keywords: Legal goods(Rechtsgut), Pornography control, Sexual autonomy, child
protection, contra bonos mores (sex offenses)
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Taiwan’s legal system and its penal provisions are structured similarly to that of
Germany’s. The legal framework behind sexual offenses was frequently modified in
the West German and German Criminal Codes after the 1960s. However, most of the
penalized acts in the German Code that were modified or removed due to their bias
against sexual minorities are still existing in the Taiwanese Criminal Code and
likewise considered immoral. In this respect, the experience in Germany may serve as
an important lesson for criminal legislation in Taiwan, where Article 235 of the
Criminal Code remains under the title “Offenses against Sexual Morality.” This
research seeks not only to build on existing work in this field but also to shift
emphasis to sexual autonomy and its relation to the legal framework. Therefore, the
shifting boundaries of the principle of legal goods in Germany will be a significant
point for this research.

Juridical Explanation No. 617 in Taiwan regards the images or pictures involving
violence, sexual abuse, or bestiality as hardcore pornography and punishes on the
basis of obstructing public morals. This reflects the distinguishing standard set by the
Fourth Criminal Law Amendment of Germany in 1973. The protection of sexual
autonomy is the main reason for decriminalizing pornography in Germany, but not in
Taiwan. Understanding the German experience can help in predicting whether the
changes in the German code will inspire legal change in Taiwan.
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