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Social media is one of the most relevant channels for an
individual to exercise freedom of expression and access to
information. It nevertheless raises unprecedent privacy
concerns. Data subjects voluntarily disclose personal data
on the platform, and the long-term collection could be
comprehensive and of great amounts. Whether data subjects
informed consent to data processing either by the platform
or the third-party, whether the platform is liable to the
content, and whether the algorithm duly serves users’
interest are also the issues. Given challenges of privacy
and personal data protection brought by the prevalence of
social media, this research analyses through the lens of
gender equality. Females could be more active on the social
media than males; social media could also empower women to
facilitate their participation in public discussion.
However, gender inequality in the real world remains to
mirror to the virtual platform, that is, women are more
likely to become victims of digital violence, and they are
also more likely to suffer from oversurveillance or
exploitation of data. Referring to the US jurisprudence of
sexual privacy, this research argues that sexual privacy is
valuable and worth special protection as a typology of
privacy, on the basis that it is essential to personal
autonomy, intimate relationship, and equality. To
strengthen protection of sexual privacy, 1in addition to
criminal legislation, recognition of breach of
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confidentiality on torts law, legislation requiring data
controller to comply with antidiscrimination, and
reflection to platform immunity are also mentioned in the
US jurisprudence. In Taiwan, the Congress considers

“invasion of sexual privacy” in the Criminal Code
amendments and new laws against digital violence. The
discussion of sexual privacy and platform liability covered
by this research could shed some lights to the ongoing
lawmaking efforts here.

social media, privacy, personal data protection, sexual
privacy, gender equality, digital violence, platform
liability
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