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: When transnational students come to Taiwan to study, their

parental biological and social gender being may influence
their family and classroom language acquisition decision
making. The purpose of this study is to examine the
influence of transnational students’ language acquisition,
investment, and identity on their family types composing by
parental gender and nationality. This is a narrative study.
The major participants include eight transnational students
whose grades are from bth to 8th. Minor participants
include parents, Chinese teachers and homeroom teachers.
The primary data sources are from fieldnotes, anecdotal and
in-depth interviews. Percentage of gender emerges from the
linguistic data is counted in order to ensure either gender
percentage is lower than one-third. Based on the statistic
data, transnational students with Vietnamese background
occupy fifty percent. Data sources reflect this
demographical fact and guarantee the one-third gender
principle. The researcher analyzes the data by answering
the three proposed research questions. Three results are
found. First, most cases reveal a faint and hidden gender
phenomenon. They do not present themselves as a male,
female or both. They choose to behave as neutral and
genderless. Second, most case families implement their
family language policy with a natural attitude, and their
family language contexts are disconnected with school
education. Third, when transnational students’ Chinese
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language proficiency are getting better, they become more
confident and happier to show their difference with peers.
Because of the short implementation of only one year and
the spread of covid-19, this study cannot clearly uncover
their implicature among gender, family, school institute,
and language. Thus, for future study, approach like
longitudinal study is highly recommended.

transnational students, biological gender, social gender,
language acquisition, investment, identity
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