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Using the dynamic convergence and dialectical relationship
between gender, technology, and society as a theoretical
model, this research project attempts to explore how
lesbian parents can bear the additional social costs and
health risks in the post-marriage equality era amidst the
structural constraints created by the medical system, legal
regulations, and social conventions, on the one hand, and
change the contemporary social imagination of fertility and
family. However, Taiwan’s artificial reproduction law still
restricts the target user to "married infertile
heterosexual couples." Lesbian couples who are not allowed
to undergo IVF in Taiwan can only do so through
unconventional medical options such as self-insemination,
(legally uncertain) artificial insemination in
gynecological clinics, or IVF abroad, and must bear the
legal and medical risks associated with these
unconventional artificial reproductive practices alone.
Thus, the cost of social structural inequality is shifted
to the individual lesbian, representing an unequal
distribution of medical and health resources. To
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systematically explore the experiences and strategies of
lesbian parents in reproductive health care, this research
project combines in-depth and extensive multivariate
research methods with questionnaires, online experience
collection and analysis, and focus group interviews. In
this way, this research project attempts to depict how
lesbians use their bodies to wrestle with the legal and
medical system, develop strategies for artificial
reproduction in local smuggling and transnational medical
treatment, analyze the issues of bodily autonomy and health
inequality for sexual minority women, and consider possible
directions for realizing health equality and enhancing the
agency of lesbian parents

Health inequities, Artificial reproduction, Lesbian, Risk
management (health care), Body autonomy
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Using the dynamic convergence and dialectical relationship between gender,
technology, and society as a theoretical model, this research project attempts to
explore how lesbian parents can bear the additional social costs and health risks in the
post-marriage equality era amidst the structural constraints created by the medical
system, legal regulations, and social conventions, on the one hand, and change the
contemporary social imagination of fertility and family. However, Taiwan's artificial
reproduction law still restricts the target user to "married infertile heterosexual
couples.” Lesbian couples who are not allowed to undergo IVF in Taiwan can only do
so through unconventional medical options such as self-insemination, (legally
uncertain) artificial insemination in gynecological clinics, or IVF abroad, and must
bear the legal and medical risks associated with these unconventional artificial
reproductive practices alone. Thus, the cost of social structural inequality is shifted to
the individual lesbian, representing an unequal distribution of medical and health
resources. To systematically explore the experiences and strategies of lesbian parents
in reproductive health care, this research project combines in-depth and extensive
multivariate research methods with questionnaires, online experience collection and
analysis, and focus group interviews. In this way, this research project attempts to
depict how lesbians use their bodies to wrestle with the legal and medical system,
develop strategies for artificial reproduction in local smuggling and transnational
medical treatment, analyze the issues of bodily autonomy and health inequality for
sexual minority women, and consider possible directions for realizing health equality

and enhancing the agency of lesbian parents.

Keywords: Health inequities, Artificial reproduction, Lesbian, Risk management

(health care), Body autonomy
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