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: Through a participatory observation and in-depth interviews

with the elderly fans of Korean singer Hwang Chi-Yeul, this
study examines how these elderly women take advantage of
new communication technology to achieve their self-
actualization, life expansion, social interactions and
emotional connections in their daily life. In doing so,
they redefine themselves as active participants in the
public spheres and even facilitate their personal
empowerment and liberation.

We look forward to understanding how these older women,
whose life experiences, upbringing, and life stages are
very different from those of the younger fans, differ in
their fan practices and how they put meaning to it. What
are the age-related social and political implications of
these differences? The study finds that: 1) older women’ s
learning and use of internet technology is more about
motivation than ability; 2) fan activities have become an
important form of social activities for these elderly women
to break out of the family domain; 3) the fan practices
have become a catalytic action for older women to affirm
themselves and expand their living space; 4) the fan
practices of older women fans is more about maternal care
and less about erotic possession.

: elderly women, fan culture, internet technology
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