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: Prior literature about family purchasing decision has

focused on family decision process and the roles of gender
on the decision process, but the economic power of family
members might have more significant impact than gender on
decision roles. In Taiwan, cross-ethnic marriages have been
increasing recently and foreign spouses also become the
important source of new residents which make Taiwanese’ s
family structure diverse. Most of new residents are foreign
wives who have owned incomes and contributed to family
economic condition, and played important roles in household
purchasing decisions. Thus, the roles and impacts of female
new residents on family consumption decision are worth
studying, but the academy seems to lack related research.
This research is based on the literature review and the
background analysis of of the new residents to explore the
differences in the husband and wife roles between Taiwanese
couples and cross-ethnic (new residents) families in
purchasing decisions. The empirical study adopted an in-
depth interview to collect qualitive data, and the
interview including both couples of the 50 family samples.
The empirical results find that new-resident families are
more likely to make joint decisions on food, clothing, and
other purchasing decisions than Taiwanese households, which
may be due to the preference difference of family members,
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and housing, transportation and 3C products usually are
decided by husbands. But female new residents have a
stronger dominance in the purchase of air tickets, probably
because of their experience in visiting home-country
relatives. This present research also finds that the extent
of role specialization of new-resident and blue-collar
families is higher than white-collar family in food,
clothing, housing, transportation, and 3C product purchase
decisions. New-resident and blue-collar families might
determine the purchase of houses, vehicles and 3C products
by husbands, and others are decided by wives, so the both
of new-resident and blue-collar families reveal more role
specialization in purchase decisions.

blue-collar family, ethnography, family purchase decision,
female new residents, new-resident family, write-collar
family
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