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: This study proposed “nursing perspectives” in order to

develop new “visions” for medical system and medical
literature that are always centered on “(male) physician
perspectives” . After all, nursing work is completely
different from physicians’ therapeutic work, and
physicians cannot represent all medical personnel.
Secondly, nursing personnel account for the largest
proportion of staff in medical workplace, and have been
stereotyped. In contrast to the status and high reputation
of physicians, nursing personnel are the disadvantaged
group in hospitals. The main cause of this situation is -
gender. There i1s significant gender segregation in medical
system in Taiwan. More than 90% of nursing personnel are
female; however, they have to work closely with male-
dominate medical field. There are local and historical
evidences about this phenomenon: the female caregivers
during the Japanese colonial period or the post-war nursing
schools where only female students were recruited before
1985 both reveal that “nursing” was deemed “work of
females.” Moreover, nursing was regarded as the extension
of housework and was subordinate to physicians. Therefore,
nursing personnel were depreciated as non-professional
personnel who are not worthy of a high salary. In addition
to being disrespected, nursing personnel were also
requested to possess compassion and devote themselves.
Therefore, a lot of time needed to spent on communication
and pacifying emotions, making nursing an “invisible
work.” Nowadays, the society has faced the “lack of
nursing manpower.” This study focused on nursing
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personnel, and analyzed nursing the prose creations of
nursing personnel to understand the practice and situation
of nursing work. Moreover, this study also conversed with
the “spirit of Nightingale” which imposes a long-term
restriction on nursing personnel to explore the nursing
personnel of different generations, gender, and divisions.
This study even probed into physicians’ creations to
compare the nursing image reappeared to find out the
nursing paradigm in Taiwan that better conforms to local
context and trend of time.

Nursing Prose, Nursing Writing, Nursing Image, Friendly
Workplace
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