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Drug use problems are severe deviant behaviors in Taiwan.
In addition, a vast gender gap exists among criminals.
Gender differences may impact individual behaviors
significantly. To effectively understand the gender
differences in drug use behavior and cognition among drug
users, this study conducted questionnaires on 600 male
prisoners in rehabilitation centers and 600 female
prisoners in women s prisons to explore gender differences
in drug use behaviors of schedule I and Il drugs in terms
of the characteristics of drug use behavior, transaction
methods and cognition, motivation of use, multiple drug
abuse use, help-seeking behavior, degree of drug
dependence, stress, anxiety, and depression. In addition,
this study further explored and analyzed gender differences
in drug use behavior via focus groups.

This study found that, for drug users using schedule I and
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IT drugs, females’ drug effect time is more than males in
terms of heroin, amphetamine, MDMA, and multiple drug use
cognition. In addition, males had a more positive attitude
toward drug use, while women were more aware of the
negative impact of drugs. In terms of the reasons for drug
use, women are more likely to be influenced by others; men
are more likely to use drugs because of stress or sensation
seeking. Moreover, compared with male drug users, peers and
friends strongly influence females’ drug use behavior.

Also, female drug users had a higher proportion of drug
trafficking behaviors before they were sent to prison. In
addition, male users have more obvious emotional feelings
and higher emotional performance.

This study suggested that correctional institutions should
assist female prisoners in developing interpersonal skills
and establishing their correct values to reduce their
negative influence from intimate partners. In contrast,
correctional institutions should improve courses and
treatments for male prisoners to promote the right concepts
of using drugs, decrease their expectations of drug use,
enhance male prisoners’ willingness to share emotions, and
strengthen related officials’ understanding of the
uniqueness of the sub-culture. Finally, various resources
and strategies should intervene early to reduce drug use.

drug use; depression; stress; gender differences;
prevention



RESEL SR VIEN KR LTSRS

- N BFFRFAFEEY FEHN LR ST

Analyzing gender differences in drug using behaviors for the

Class 1 and Class 2 drug addicts
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Abstract

Drug use problems are severe deviant behaviors in Taiwan. In addition, a vast
gender gap exists among criminals. Gender differences may impact individual
behaviors significantly. To effectively understand the gender differences in drug use
behavior and cognition among drug users, this study conducted questionnaires on 600
male prisoners in rehabilitation centers and 600 female prisoners in women's prisons to
explore gender differences in drug use behaviors of schedule I and II drugs in terms of
the characteristics of drug use behavior, transaction methods and cognition, motivation
of use, multiple drug abuse use, help-seeking behavior, degree of drug dependence,
stress, anxiety, and depression. In addition, this study further explored and analyzed
gender differences in drug use behavior via focus groups.

This study found that, for drug users using schedule I and II drugs, females' drug
effect time is more than males in terms of heroin, amphetamine, MDMA, and multiple
drug use cognition. In addition, males had a more positive attitude toward drug use,
while women were more aware of the negative impact of drugs. In terms of the reasons
for drug use, women are more likely to be influenced by others; men are more likely to
use drugs because of stress or sensation seeking. Moreover, compared with male drug
users, peers and friends strongly influence females' drug use behavior. Also, female
drug users had a higher proportion of drug trafficking behaviors before they were sent
to prison. In addition, male users have more obvious emotional feelings and higher
emotional performance.

This study suggested that correctional institutions should assist female prisoners
in developing interpersonal skills and establishing their correct values to reduce their
negative influence from intimate partners. In contrast, correctional institutions should
improve courses and treatments for male prisoners to promote the right concepts of
using drugs, decrease their expectations of drug use, enhance male prisoners'
willingness to share emotions, and strengthen related officials' understanding of the
uniqueness of the sub-culture. Finally, various resources and strategies should intervene

early to reduce drug use.

Keywords: drug use; depression; stress; gender differences; prevention
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