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: Section 175 of the German Penal Code was implemented

between 1871 and 1994. Although the section criminalized
sexual minorities, i1t was once claimed to have been amended
in the interest of the moral health of the German people. A
complete reform of the laws concerning sex and sexuality
was introduced on November 23, 1973. The reform was driven
by the changing views about sexual morality in society,
which rapidly ousted the traditional longstanding
assessments about wrongdoing with respect to sexual
conduct. In the nineteenth century, the relevant section
was named “Offenses against Morality” (Straftaten wider
die Sittlichkeit). In 1973, it was renamed as “Offenses
against Sexual Autonomy,” to reflect the objective of
these rules, which is to protect the rights of individuals,
and not morality.

How did Section 175 of the German Criminal Code, which was
celebrated as the touchstone of social evolution, become a
metonym for sexual discrimination? How did it become the
icon of morality-coded politics of the mid-20th century in
Germany? How did it form the key points of political
changes? The protection of sexual autonomy is the main
reason for decriminalizing pornography in Germany, but not
in Taiwan. Understanding the German experience can help in
predicting whether the changes in the German code will
inspire legal change in Taiwan.

: Legal goods(Rechtsgut), Pornography control, Sexual

autonomy, child protection, contra bonos mores (sex
offenses)
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Keywords: Legal goods(Rechtsgut), Pornography control, Sexual autonomy, child
protection, contra bonos mores (sex offenses)
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Section 175 of the German Penal Code was implemented between 1871 and 1994.
Although the section criminalized sexual minorities, it was once claimed to have been
amended in the interest of the moral health of the German people. A complete reform
of the laws concerning sex and sexuality was introduced on November 23, 1973. The
reform was driven by the changing views about sexual morality in society, which
rapidly ousted the traditional longstanding assessments about wrongdoing with
respect to sexual conduct. In the nineteenth century, the relevant section was named
“Offenses against Morality” (Straftaten wider die Sittlichkeit). In 1973, it was
renamed as “Offenses against Sexual Autonomy,” to reflect the objective of these
rules, which is to protect the rights of individuals, and not morality.

How did Section 175 of the German Criminal Code, which was celebrated as the
touchstone of social evolution, become a metonym for sexual discrimination? How
did it become the icon of morality-coded politics of the mid-20th century in
Germany? How did it form the key points of political changes? The protection of
sexual autonomy is the main reason for decriminalizing pornography in Germany, but
not in Taiwan. Understanding the German experience can help in predicting whether
the changes in the German code will inspire legal change in Taiwan.
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