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> Recent years we have witnessed emerging epidemiological

patterns of sexually transmitted enteric infections (STEIs)
among men who have sex with men (MSM) in Taiwan. This study
investigated the prevalence and risk factors of
asymptomatic enteric pathogen carriage, while
characterizing the molecular epidemiology of rectal
chlamydial infections. A cross-sectional survey of 375 MSM
during 2019-2022 revealed 7.2% carried enteric pathogens,
with proton pump inhibitor use significantly associated
with asymptomatic carriage (22.2% vs. 2.0% P<0.001). Among
341 MSM screened for rectal chlamydia, 6.2% tested
positive, marking the first report of L2b lymphogranuloma
venereum (26.3%) in the Far East. Analysis of shigellosis
trends showed a shift toward MSM predominance in domestic
cases after 2015, and predominantly S. flexneri 2a after
2018, with emerging fluoroquinolone and azithromycin
resistance . We further documented the first case of
urogenital L2b lymphogranuloma venereum in Asia. These
findings highlight emerging STEI threats among Taiwan’ s MSM
population, suggesting the need for enhanced surveillance,
cautious PPI prescription, and international collaboration
to address these emerging public health challenges.

: Men who have sex with men (MSM), Asymptomatic carriage,

Enteric pathogens, Proton pump inhibitors, Rectal
chlamydia, Lymphogranuloma venereum, Shigellosis, Molecular
epidemiology, Antimicrobial resistance, Sexually
transmitted enteric infections.
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