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Abstract

Sustainable devel opment is built on the foundation of environmental protection, economic
development and the justice of society. Health is the basic human right, and the core of
sustainability. Thus, investigation into the gender issues related to disaster prevention and
responsein Taiwan is necessary. The main purposes of this study are to explore the gender
difference related to the perception of disaster prevention and response focusing on
disaster/epidemic prevention and emerging infectious diseases. The results of this study are
expected to develop the domestic strategies and standards for disaster prevention and risk
communication from a gender perspective.

Research methods for the project include conducting secondary analyses and in-depth
interviews. Secondary data analysesisto analyze four of the series of nationwide survey database
concerning perception of disasters and risk communication authorized by Department of Health,
Executive Y uan. The in-depth interviewees including the faculty of health and fire control
ingtitutions and aboriginal and non-aboriginal community workers.

Results of secondary analyses reveal ed that pessimistic anticipations of the disease was
reduced from 45% to 22%. Gender differences in these responses are also considerable. The
percentages of extremely optimistic males are significantly greater than that of extremely
optimistic females (6.4%:2.8%; 43.6%:30.3%; 42.1%:37.5%) for al the three occasions.
Respondents' perception of the degree of severity regarding SARS and perception of SARS
patients survival rate indicated significant gender differences across different epidemic time
periods. Moreover, it was noted that significant differences between general population and
aboriginal people were found in term of degree of severity regarding SARS, perception of SARS
patients survival rate, SARS impact of daily life, and degree of practice of self protection.

Results of in-depth interviews indicated that woman played aimportant role in coordinating
and facilitation health education id disaster prevention and rehabilitation. Ethnic perspectiveis
also important in new emerging infectious diseases prevention and control. The results of this
study would be beneficial in assessing sustainable devel opment of disaster prevention and
response.

Key words: disaster prevention and response, perception, gender difference, emerging infectious
diseases
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