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Enjo kosai, social construction, social exclusion, criminalization, media construction
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This is a research project focusing on the social construction of enjo kosai (compensated dating)
in Taiwan. A Japanese term and social phenomenon, enjo kosai was first introduced to Taiwan
in 1966 and attracted public attention around 1999. But the term’s meaning remained unstable
until 2001 when criminalization of enjo kosai was intensively enforced, and together with media
exposure of sensational cases generated the process of social exclusion for enjo kosai.

The research program of the social construction of enjo kosai, which is a case of the social
construction of sexwork, aims at studying the process of “making up” the object (i.e. sexwork or
sexworker) available for the academic study, for the social workers, for the police and judges,
for the policy makers and politicians, for the vice squad, for the feminists, etc. Therefore, this

is a study of the making up of enjo kosai in Taiwan.
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