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In Taiwan, we have gender stereotype that women will
perform better when they are in the field of liberal arts
than science. In 2017, a survey in Taiwan showed that 19. 4%
of female students’ parents thought girls were less
suitable for studying science-related field, and there were
13% parents preferred to dissuade their daughters for
selecting in research science. This phenomenon will reduce
the proportion of female students with scientific talent to
participate in scientific research, which will cause the
waste of their talent of Taiwan women. In 2017, Taiwan
established six food safety research institutes which open
further scientific research for Taiwan's food safety and
led more people to join scientific research and protection
of food safety.

Food safety i1s an important issue of global concern,
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covering a wide range of fields, including medicine,
toxicology, food science, environmental science, risk
assessment, etc, 1n some cases, even involved the legal,
economic and political areas. It needs to integrate lots of
study fields in controlling food safety. In Taiwan, the
public’ s awareness of food safety risks is gradually
increasing by media influence, however, the wrong
information and poor media literacy lead to unnecessary
panic or incorrect approach in society. Therefore, 1f a food
safety profession with fair can be established, the
modeling can give advice or right information to the
public, then the pressure on the government can be
alleviated and the public can improve their ability to
correctly interpret the information.
The program has 3 objectives: (1) to establish a
professional image of female scientists in the field of
food safety through the promotion of activities and
publications, and to give female students a good example,
and to give parents motivation in encouraging their
children to join scientific fields; (2) to break the gender
stereotype that women are not suitable for research science
by establishing the professional image of female
scientists; (3) to enhance the awareness of food safety
risks and the correct interpretation ability of
information.
During the implementation of the plan, our team completed
the 4 science popularization activities, 2 talks, 1
publication, 14 food safety information on internet and 6
videos. The science popularization activities were held in
2 elementary school in Tainan. The National Cheng Kung
University Community Development Association assisted our
team to complete 2 seminars, which participated by mothers
and the public of this community. In addition, a video film
contest was open to the public to recruit food safety
declaration videos and ultimately six selected films were
rewarded, and the videos were published in the YouTube
channel and Facebook fan page. Our Facebook fan page had
published at least 14 posts which related to food science
and food safety information. Finally, our team arranged and
combined the lectures in the seminar, published post in
Facebook fan page, activities photos and some food safety
information in the publication of this program.

female scientists, food safety, food science, risk
assessment, risk communication
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Abstract

In Taiwan, we have gender stereotype that women will perform better when they are in
the field of liberal arts than science. In 2017, a survey in Taiwan showed that 19.4% of female
students’ parents thought girls were less suitable for studying science-related field, and there
were 13% parents preferred to dissuade their daughters for selecting in research science. This
phenomenon will reduce the proportion of female students with scientific talent to participate
in scientific research, which will cause the waste of their talent of Taiwan women. In 2017,
Taiwan established six food safety research institutes which open further scientific research for
Taiwan's food safety and led more people to join scientific research and protection of food
safety.

Food safety is an important issue of global concern, covering a wide range of fields,
including medicine, toxicology, food science, environmental science, risk assessment, etc, in
some cases, even involved the legal, economic and political areas. It needs to integrate lots of
study fields in controlling food safety. In Taiwan, the public's awareness of food safety risks is
gradually increasing by media influence, however, the wrong information and poor media
literacy lead to unnecessary panic or incorrect approach in society.Therefore, if a food safety
profession with fair can be established, the modeling can give advice or right information to
the public, then the pressure on the government can be alleviated and the public can improve
their ability to correctly interpret the information.

The program has 3 objectives: (1) to establish a professional image of female scientists in
the field of food safety through the promotion of activities and publications, and to give female
students a good example, and to give parents motivation in encouraging their children to join
scientific fields; (2) to break the gender stereotype that women are not suitable for research
science by establishing the professional image of female scientists; (3) to enhance the
awareness of food safety risks and the correct interpretation ability of information.

During the implementation of the plan, our team completed the 4 science popularization
activities, 2 talks, 1 publication, 14 food safety information on internet and 6 videos. The
science popularization activities were held in 2 elementary school in Tainan. The National
Cheng Kung University Community Development Association assisted our team to complete
2 seminars, which participated by mothers and the public of this community. In addition, a
video film contest was open to the public to recruit food safety declaration videos and
ultimately six selected films were rewarded, and the videos were published in the YouTube
channel and Facebook fan page. Our Facebook fan page had published at least 14 posts which
related to food science and food safety information. Finally, our team arranged and combined
the lectures in the seminar, published post in Facebook fan page, activities photos and some
food safety information in the publication of this program.

Keyword: female scientists, food safety, food science, risk assessment, risk
communication
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